












  













 





 

 

BRA 

 



































Page 32























• Market very much depends on the seasonality and weather patterns - making entry to the market risky and 
uncertain for potential producers looking to enter the market as commercial suppliers of fodder crops

• Lack of both import and export market - Croatian farmers in principle to not trade fodder on commodity 
markets as we lack both quality and quantity to compete with serious producers in Europe 

• Equipment for processing (drying and/or pelleting) is virtually non-existent in Croatia - this limits the ability of 
farmers to produce consistently high quality of fodder legume crops, and to increase annual yields and quality 
of roughage 

General comments on legumes and Croatian agriculture policy

Croatia should continue supporting all legume crops via their inclusion in the 1st and 2nd pillar of the EU CAP - direct 
area payments and Rural Development measures, as they offer both financial incentives for farmers to plant these 
crops, and mechanisms by which farmers can access capital support programs through which they are able to 
modernise their farming practices and increase competitiveness and productivity. Nevertheless, these support 
measures and financial incentives alone will not ensure long term viability and competitiveness of these products, 
without the implementation of a wider scope and scale of activities to upscale, modernise and position on the local and 
EU markets. 

Only a comprehensive set of measures and efforts, not only by policy makers, but by all relevant stakeholder groups 
and vested interests, will create conditions for Croatia's legume sector long term viability and sustainability. In this 
context policy and market efforts aimed at the creation of increased domestic market demand for these products are 
indispensable in ensuring long term increase in demand, as the only sustainable long-term measure ensuring that 
farmers remain interested in the growing of these crops. 

In this context, certain general negative aspects which characterise Croatian agriculture positioning and development 
should be addressed, namely:

• Functioning of the agriculture sector in general is characterised by a number of gaps in capacity - relatively 
weak rule of law, inefficient payment mechanisms, inadequate protection of farmers from unfair trading practices, 
outdated land use policy, insufficient quality of farm support mechanisms (including advisory services), lack of 
knowledge transfers, unavailability of adequate agriculture financing etc.

In this context, which is obviously outside of the scope of this report, timely development of the new National Agricul-
ture Development Strategy should be leveraged to try to address these issues, and to create a more competitive land-
scape for all Croatian farmers, legume producers included.
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